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Additional information or comments:

Dear Jokn:

14 your orgamizsdon resfly real? | received {pformation regarding your organization in my on-line noa-profit newsictter and 1 eonld not
belitve my eyes. 1wanted to cry and matter of fact § did drop » fow tears.

1 started this progrmm three yesrs ago, As 8 community outresch coordinator employed for a residentisl trentment center (orphunsge)
for chlddren wulting for loving foster homes or to be adopted to bulld thelr ncti-cateem. For nearly twenty years, | have been » freclince
enferiuinment newspaper reporter, and desired to bring celebrities o these youih to inspire thes to dream and to ser goals they coundd
achieve.

Over the years, the program has been very suceessful in changing lives and healing broken hearts. But 1 had been serving only one
agency, wy piace of employment. The dempnd in working with foster youth is overwhelming, therefore, this year, 1 branched out...
taking » huge leap of faith and The Brightest Star program becamse a 501 (£ ) 3 won-profit organization of its own. The orpanization by
100% charitable and o one is prid—everyone amociated with the organlzation in  volnnieer dediewted to helpimg youth in foster care.
Todsy, this program i offered to three onintanding resldential treatment centers (orphanages) in Southern Californin serving the necds
of collcctively nearly 2,000 youths in residential treatuent settings and foster homea. 1 have recrnited many celebrites, (all not shown
on website) and many voluntecrs (moatly mental health interns and studenis) to Inspire the youth,

Celebrities, business owners, politiciams, noted fadividasts come speak with the kids and spend time with the yonth, privatety, up-¢lose
and intimaicky without tanfare and hoopls in their edncations] setting in amall groups for inspiring. They come to up build & yowng
person’s life and to empower them to believe that the cholces that thelr birth parents made, does not define them or who they are
destined to become. 'We are forever, building self-eateem in these youth who feel worthiess and abandoned becanse it sometimes appears
that nobody wants them. 'We are atways up bullding and encouraging youth who emaucipate from the foster care system often who have
116 one or any support systent. They often uetd many iterns and things. This I the minslon and purpesc of The Brightest Star program,
ta buidd dreams and seif-csbeem in sbused and sbundoned childres and to provide them with the tools to boildiog positive mental
wellness. [t*s amazing to sée the transformations that have occurred.

Finding fanding, 5o that | keep this valned program running ix difficult st this time, becanse most foundetions aud gravt opportunides
ure seeking 2-3 years of nervice. The Brightest Star program dots mot meet this requirement xt this dme, Although we have been in
busitiess with mamy community swards 10 prave it that have honored our valoed work, I did not recelve our noo-profit siatmes until Jan.
2008. Slnce then, we have Tunctipned completely ou charitable donation, and my anvings, the gifts thut keep on giving. [€'2 30 amazing
what God has done.

Oine of our biggest desives is w take small groups of foster youths in o yud 10 grade available for sdoption (that ocver comes) bresuse
they are older kide to viait out of state colleges, Enpeciaily Harvard, because if they work hard their college at Harvard for an
undergraduate degree is paid for by Harvard. They could do it if they ouly believe, have a dream and set short and Jong term goals in
schieve. However, we have to show them, When we do make » Harvard visit, Noble Peace Prizewinner, Elic Wesel has accepted an
invitation to spend the afternoon aud bave lunch with the youth. Thix is the type of mission and life changing opportunitdes we are
abowt—io dreasm and dream big!

Therefore, this is the purpose E am subiitting an application to you, tearfully and prayecfully becanse we need your support. The funds
I am requesting wilt keep The Brightext Star program operational for one yoar withowt worry or struggle.  Froviding sa to continue our

services fowards bullding self-esieem and dresms in sbused and shandoned youth. The fands, swareness, sad pablicity that yon provide

us with your Successfnl Benefit Concert Series will be & remarkable gift and the lives you will uifect: Priceless

On beh the kids, with all oor hearts, we sre semding our warinest regards.

n LAl

Lea Michelle Cush
Founder, Fxecutive Director



